The Bad & Good News

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Bad News

Romans 3:9-20,23 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: Their feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and misery are in their ways: And the way of peace have they not known: There is no fear of God before their eyes. Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin…For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

Romans 1:18-32 (Gentiles)
a. (21-22) When they knew God – they did not glorify Him. Turned to vain worldliness and became foolish in their own wisdom.
b. (23-25) Turned to idolatry (pagan worship)
c. (26-32) Their own wisdom led them to follow after their vile passions into gross immorality that separated them from God (sin)

Romans 2 (Jews)
a. (1-3, 17-24) You (Jews) are no different than the Gentiles.
b. (4-11) You will face the same God that the Gentiles face and there is no partiality with God.
c. (12-16) The Law of Moses only justified through sinless perfection, not by having it or hearing it. The Gentiles and Jews committed the same sins while one had the "law" and the other did not have the "law".
d. (25-29) No Jew or Gentile kept the “law” perfectly and circumcision was of the heart.

The Good News

Romans 4:1-5, 9-12 (Justified by faith – Abraham)
a. Abraham was not made righteous by law keeping.
b. (4-5) Work = Pay or Wages ; Faith consists of conviction, trust, and obedience
c. (9-12) Faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness. How? He believed. What did that faith or belief consist of? “who also walk in the steps of the faith which Abraham had while still uncircumcised.
i. Genesis 12:1-5 Did Abraham believe God or not?
ii. Genesis 12:7-8 Abraham pitched a tent, built an altar, and called on the name of the Lord. Did Abraham believe God or not?
iii. Genesis 13:14-18 God makes a promise to Abraham. Abraham moved his tent and built an altar for the Lord. Did Abraham believe God or not?
iv. Genesis 14:22 “I have raised my hand to the LORD, God Most High, the Possessor of heaven and earth,” Clearly Abraham believed God.
v. Genesis 15:1-6 This is not a passage revealing a new found “faith” in God, but a passage that shows a continued faith in the Lord! 

Romans 8:1-4 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

Romans 5:1,8-9 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.

Romans 1:5 By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name:

Romans 16: 26 But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:
